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As everyone knows, 2019 was 
one of the wettest years in Min-
nesota history. Water-saturated 

ground combined with the slow outlet 
flow of Pioneer Creek resulted in high 
water in Lake Independence. An obvi-
ous concern of high water is shoreline 
damage. The Slow/No Wake regula-
tion was implemented by the cities of 
Medina and Independence in 2003 to 
minimize shoreline damage caused by 
high-water wave action. Unfortunately, 
the wake restrictions virtually elimi-
nated recreational boating days last 
summer. After input from many people, 
the LICA Board of Directors recognized 
the need to ask the cities to revise the 
ordinances to ad-
dress the multiple 
interests of Lake 
Independence 
stakeholders.
 There are 
numerous con-
siderations to keep in mind, including 
the need to minimize shoreline dete-
rioration, lake usage by Three Rivers 
(Baker Park) visitors, and recreational 
boaters interested in water sports. Input 
was sought from our members, and 
there were numerous discussions with 
stakeholders from the Dept of Natural 
Resources, the Pioneer-Sarah Creek 

Watershed Commission, Three Rivers 
Parks, and the cities of Medina and 
Independence. 
 After careful consideration, it was 
decided to recommend that the cities 
revise the ordinances from the current 
high-water trigger level of 957.8 feet 
above sea level to 958.2 feet above sea 
level, thus raising the trigger point 4.8 
inches. It is believed this recommenda-
tion provides an appropriate balance 
between protecting water quality and 
promoting responsible recreational use 
of the lake. 
 LICA sent letters to the Medina and 
Independence city councils asking for a 
change in the ordinances. Both cities will 

be holding public 
hearings to provide 
interested citizens 
an opportunity to 
comment on this 
topic. Please check 
the City websites 

for more information. The revised level 
requires final approval from the DNR 
and if approved, will go in effect during 
the 2020 boating season. 
 Keep in mind, you can always boat 
on Lake Independence, but during 
Slow/No Wake periods you are  
expected to keep your speed below  
5 mph.

LICA ASKS CITIES TO REVISE  
SLOW/NO WAKE 
TRIGGER LEVEL

“an appropriate balance 
between protecting water 

quality and promoting 
responsible recreational use”

ANNUAL MEETING 
POSTPONED 

COVID-19 has unfortunately forced 
the postponement of the Annual 

Meeting, originally scheduled for April 11. 
We’re planning to re-schedule the meet-
ing for later this spring – watch for an 
announcement of the new date. We’re 
hoping our speakers (Brian Vlach from 
Three Rivers and Kristen Maccoroni 
from the DNR) will be available on the 
new date. In the meantime, this newslet-
ter will bring you up-to-date on LICA’s 
recent activities. 

ANNUAL ELECTION OF 
LICA BOARD MEMBERS 
WILL BE ONLINE

Usually we hold the elec-
tion for Board Members 

during the Annual Meeting. 
Because the meeting has 

been postponed, 
we are go-
ing to have 
the election 

online. Long-time 
Board member Pat 

Wulff is up for re-election and two new 
Board members, Craig Olson and Angie 
McLaughlin, need to be confirmed. 
There are two openings for additional 
members. If you’d like to volunteer or 
you’d like to nominate another member, 
please email robinreid@lakeindepen-
dence.org by April 1. The full list of 
candidates and instructions on voting 
will be emailed to members by April 8 
and voting will be open until April 15.
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by Brian Vlach, Sr Mgr, Water Resources, 
Three Rivers Parks

Three Rivers Parks channel stabi-
lization project to reduce erosion 
from the Baker Park campground 

ravine into Lake Independence has been 
substantially completed. The 2,200 foot 
ravine located west of the campground, 
was severely eroded and was identified 
as a significant source of sediment (300 
tons) and phospho-
rus (277 lbs) flowing 
into Lake Indepen-
dence, annually. 
 Stabilization 
was accomplished 
by installing rock 
grade control 
structures consist-
ing of rounded field 
stone and angular 
rip-rap at key points 
along the banks of 
the ravine. New vegetation was planted 
to stabilize the soil along the banks. 
Construction was accomplished over 
the winter while the ground was frozen 
to minimize potential erosion caused by 
heavy equipment traffic.  
 This project was high priority be-
cause of the potential to significantly 
improve water quality by reducing the 
amount of sediment and phosphorus 
contributing to lake impairment. Phos-

phorus in the eroded soil flowing 
into the lake fosters nutrients that are 
the major cause of algae formation. It is 
anticipated that average annual phos-
phorus loads to Lake Independence will 
be reduced by an estimated 134 lbs., ac-
counting for 15% of the total phosphorus 
load reduction required to meet state 
water quality standards. 
 The only remaining task, after the 
snow melts, is to confirm the erosion con-

trol vegetation has 
germinated. Three 
Rivers staff will con-
tinue to monitor the 
channel to determine 
the nutrient and 
sediment load reduc-
tions attributable to 
this project.
     Project cost 
was approximately 
$520,000. Fund-
ing was provided 

by grants from the Clean Water Legacy 
Fund ($416,000) and Hennepin County 
($59,500), along with contributions from 
the Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed 
Commission ($10,500), Three Rivers Parks 
($10,500), the cities of Medina ($10,500) 
and Independence ($10,500), and LICA 
($2500). This project is an excellent ex-
ample of the improvements that can be 
accomplished when stakeholders  
work together.

ARDMORE UPDATE

Radio tracking has shown that an 
excessive number of carp travel 

between Lake Independence and Lake 
Ardmore. Carp behavior stirs up sedi-
ment, contributing to lake impairment. 
Three Rivers Parks and Medina Pub-
lic Works have submitted plans for a 
carp barrier to be installed in the creek 
between Ardmore Ave. and Lakeshore 
Ave. The barrier will prevent carp from 
traveling upstream to Lake Ardmore 
to spawn. The barrier will not impede 
pan fish. Construction is expected to be 
completed this year. Funding is being 
provided by a Hennepin County natural 
resources grant as well as contributions 
from the Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed 
Commission, the City of Medina, Three 
Rivers Parks and LICA.

BAKER PARK CAMPGROUND  
RAVINE PROJECT COMPLETED

Before and after photos of stabilization at the channel outlet into Lake Independence.

A typical carp 
barrier



THANK YOU, AIS 
SURVEY VOLUNTEERS

One way LICA members can help 
protect our lake is by volunteer-

ing for the AIS Survey team. Last year’s 
volunteers searched for tiny, microscop-
ic aquatic invasive species including 
starry stonewart and spiny water flea. 
This task involved raking up masses 
of algae-coated plants and carefully 
examining samples, often with a mag-
nifying glass. The volunteers identified 
baby leeches, blood worms and dragon 
fly nymphs. Fortunately they did not find 
any starry stonewort or spiny water flea. 
The team also discovered a small patch 
of invasive yellow iris, and a couple of 
adult zebra mussels. They located large 
patches of coontail, which is considered 
native but can become a nuisance when 
excessive growth occurs.
 Thanks to last summer’s volunteers,  

including Barb Zadeh, Bente Larsen, 
Jodi Garthwait, Jim and Kim Klanke, Lyn 
Bisango, Margaret Mason, Marty Wilkes, 
Merry Petticlair, Joel Settles, and Dick 
Wulff. Identification training was pro-
vided by Carolyn Dindorff, aquatic plant 
specialist at Fortin Consulting, and paid 

for with a grant from Hennepin County.
 To volunteer for one or more of the 
surveys this summer, email Pat Wulff 
pawulff@gmail.com and she will contact 
you when the May, June and July dates 
are determined.      

GRANTS AVAILABLE 
FOR SHORELINE 
RESTORATION

I f your shoreline has noticeable ero-
sion damage, you may be able to 

get assistance with repairs. Henne-
pin County has funding available for 
shoreline restoration. For more informa-
tion, contact:
Paul Stewart
Rural Conservationist/Hennepin County
612-543-9409
paul.steward@hennepin.us

A BEAUTIFUL DAY 
FOR THE LICA WINTER 
PARTY ON ICE

The day dawned bright and sunny 
on February 15, the day of our 

Winter Party on Ice. Partygoers 
enjoyed hot dogs and hot chocolate 
around the fire pit. The cozy ice fish-
ing house provided a place to warm 
up. Adults, kids and dogs enjoyed the 
crisp winter day. 
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LICA BOARD MEMBERSMARK YOUR CALENDAR

Mission Statement: 
The Lake Independence Citizens Association, through education, ad-
vocacy and community involvement, is dedicated to the protection of 
Lake Independence’s water quality, natural beauty, and fish and wildlife 
habitat, to encourage the lake’s responsible use and enjoyment by all.

Please continue to support LICA
We’re working hard on your behalf to protect and preserve our lake.  
But we need your support. If you haven’t yet paid your 2020 member-
ship fee of $25, please go to www.lakeindependence.org/donate to 
pay by credit card or Paypal. Extra donations are appreciated. 

Annual Meeting &  
Ice Cream Social
POSTPONED
New date TBD

AIS Survey Volunteering
May, June and July    
To volunteer, email Pat Wulff  
pawulff@gmail.com

4th of July Boat Parade
Start planning now!

LICA Octoberfest Picnic
Saturday, October 3
Baker Park Pavilion




